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These  are  the  days  when  the  wear  and  tear  of  life  "begins  to  show  on  sum- 
mer clothes.     Toward  the  end  of  the  season  even  the  best  of  garments  begins  to 
look  a  bit  forlorn  and  saddened  by  experience  unless  it  gets  some  special  care. 
Careful  cleaning  and  pressing  are  two  ways  of  keeping  light  summer  silks  and 
wools  looking  fresh  and  new  right  up  until  fall  sets  in.    And  you'll  find  a 
lot  of  easy  little  ways  to  do  this  cleaning,  if  you  keep  your  eyes  opeii. 

Maybe  you  have  a  light  knitted  wool  suit  or  a  sweater  that  has  begun  to 
look  a  bit  dingy.    Try  giving  it  a  bath  of  cornmeal.    A  friend  of  mineuses 
cornmeal  the  year  around  to  clean  light  wools — the  baby's  pink  and  blue  knitted 
garments,  her  own  light  felt  hats  and  her  light  colored  wools.    Cornmeal  is 
one  of  those  homely,  old-time,  dry-cleaning  materials,  discovered  by  house- 
wives in  early  days  and  still  going  strong.     If  you  spread  the  cornmeal  over 
a  garment  and  rub  it  in,  it  absorbs  the  grease  or  oil — that  is  if  the  garment 
isn't  too  soiled.    Then  you  brush  off  the  meal  and  the  dirt  goes  with  it. 

I'll  tell  you  just  how  my  friend  cleans  her  light  wools.    She  puts  the 
garment  in  a  big  bag  or  a  pillow  slip.     Then  she  shakes  a  generous  amount  of 
cornmeal  in  on  top  of  it,  drawy  up  the  bag  and  shakes  it  thoroughly  so  that 
meal  will  reach  every  inch  of  the  garment.     Then  she  takes  the  garment  out 
and  rubs  the  more  soiled  spots  with  her  hands,  using  some  fresh  meal.  That's 
all  there  is  to  the  cornmeal  bath,  except  shaking  the  meal  off. 

Of  course,  this  cleaning  method  works  only  with  light,  soft,  wool  clothes. 
Naturally  the  meal  would  show  against  dark  colors.    And  it  only  works  for 
slightly  soiled  garments. 

Speaking  of  using  kitchen  materials  for  cleaning  clothes,  another  old 
familiar  kitchen  mixture  makes  a  fine  cleaner  for  light  felt  hats.    Mix  one 
part  of  cornmeal  and  one  part  each  of  salt  and  flour.    Rub  this  mixture  into 
the  felt,  let  it  stand  all  night,  and  brush  it  off  in  the  morning. 

Of  course,  if  the  hat  has  some  badly  soiled  spots,  they  may  not  come 
out  with  the  kitchen-mixture  bath.    They  may  need  some  special  treatment. 
Those  art  gum  erasers  the  children  use  at  school  are  very  helpful  for  taking 
out  spots  on  felt  hats.     The  soft  rubber  will  erase  the  dirt  just  as  it  does 
the  pencil  marks  on  paper.    As  for  any  water  spots  on  your  hat,  any  rings 
left  by  the  shower  that  caught  you  without  an  umbrella — you  can  take  those 
off  by  rubbing  the  felt  gently  with  very  fine  sandpaper. 

Sometimes  a  cleaning  paste  will  do  a  better  job  on  a  hat  than  a  dry  mix- 
ture. Mix  some  grease  solvent  like  carbon  tetrachloride  with  powdered  French 
chalk  or  powdered  magnesia  or  some  other  white  absorbent.    Spread  the  paste 
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over  the  soiled  spots  or  even  over  the  whole  hat.    Leave  the  paste  until  it 
dries  thoroughly.    Then  Id  rush  it  off. 

How  that  we're  started  on  the  subject  of  clothes,  we  might  just  as  well 
take  a  little  extra  time  and  discuss  some  of  your  recent  questions.  Somebody 
has  written  to  ask  how  to  keep  white  silk  from  turning  yellow  with  use.  I'll 
let  the  clothing  specialists  reply.    They  say  that  heat  and  sunshine  are  two 
things  that  yellow  silk.    And  they  say  that  strong  soap  is  a  third.     So  wash 
your  white  silk  frock  in  a  thick  suds  of  mild  soap,  but  have  the  suds  cool  or 
lukewarm.    Rinse  the  dress  thoroughly  in  water  of  the  same  temperature.  Every 
bit  of  soap  needs  to  come  out  to  save  the  fabric.    Use  a  very  little  bluing  in 
the  final  rinse  water.    How  roll  the  dress  up  in  towels  until  it  is  dry  enough 
to  iron. 

What's  that?    Hang  it  out  in  the  sun?    My,  no.    Keep  it  out  of  the  sun  al- 
ways.   And  when  you  iron  it,  use  a  warm  but  never  a  hot  iron. 

I  heard  a  lady  complaining  the  ether  day  that  by  the  end  of  the  season  her 
clothes  were  usually  out  of  shape  and  hung  on  her  as  if  they  were  a  poor  fit. 
Well,  I'd    make  a  guess  that  she  didn't  give  those  clothes  the  proper  care 
after  she  took  them  off.     Hanging  clothes  properly  makes  a  lot  of  difference 
in  the  way  they  last  and  look.    Of  course,  most  of  us  know  that  when  a  dress 
comes  off,  it  should  go  on  a  hanger  right  away.    And  most  of  us  know  that 
dresses  which  hang  by  one  sleeve  on  a  sharp  hook  tell  their  own  story  of  poor 
treatment.    But  did  you  every  consider  that  the  size  of  the  hanger  has  a  lot 
to  do  with  the  appearance  of  the  garments?    The  hanger  ought  to  be  the  right 
width  for  the  shoulders.     Too  wide  a  hanger  makes  unsightly  bulges  in  the 
"upper  sleeves.     Too  small  a  hanger  lets  the  shoulders  of  the  garment  sag, 

Wooden  hangers  are  inexpensive  and  generally  of  a  good  shape  to  hold 
clothes.    Those  that  arc  painted  or  smoothly  varnished  are  generally  safer 
than  the  plain  *.7ood.    Splintery  wooden  hangers  may  catch  silk  and  other  deli- 
cate fabrics.    You  can  pad  wooden  hangers  by  covering  them  first  with  cotton 
hatting  and  then  with  a  muslin  cover.    Such  a  padding  helps  to  lengthen  the 
arms  of  the  hanger  for  broad-shouldered  people  and  makes  the  ends  less  sharp 
so  they  won't  leave  a  mark.    Also  it  keeps  silk  dresses  from  slipping.  Another 
simple  device  to  keep  dresses  from  slipping  off  hangers  is  to  wind  a  rubber 
hand  around  each  end  of  the  hanger. 

If  you  use  wire  hangers,  be  careful  that  they  have  no  rusted  places  that 
might  stain  your  clothes. 
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